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Issue 4441, October 2017 
 

Next club meeting: October 23rd, 2017, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp 
Bowie Blvd  
 

Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  

Shorter days and cooler weather is here, most days!  

Fall has officially arrived, and with it a busy time for 

the club.  Events this month include the Texas 

Electric Expo hosted by Tom Blakeney, 21 Oct 2017, 

the static display/Stem presentation at the Alliance 

Airshow 27-29 October, followed in November with 

the Float fly on the 12th, Mel Wells hosting. The Toys 

for Tots drive starting on the 25th November.  In 

addition to the events the club also has nomination 

due for Club Officer, Thunderbird of the Year, and 

Life Member nominations. Big thanks for all those 

who came out to the field for the September meeting, 

hopefully you got a chance to fly, enjoyed the pizza, 

and discussions.   

I mentioned this last month in the newsletter and 

confirmed it at the September membership meeting 

that all officer positions are open for nominations.  

Members must be nominated and accept the 

nomination, so elections can take place in November.  

This can be done via letter (email) to an officer or at 

the meeting. The nominee will be contacted by an 

officer to confirm their acceptance of the nomination, 

prior to being placed on the ballot, if they are not 

present at the meeting.  If you want to make a 

difference in the Club, here is the opportunity!   

This month’s meeting will be on the 23 Oct 2014 at 

Buffalo West and will be a busy one.  In addition to 

officer nominations, the club will review and decide 

on some by-law changes, discuss the project list, and 

have a little fun with the show and tell, so please 

plane to attend.    

Tickets for the Holiday party will be on sale 

beginning this week, Cost of the event is $15.00 per 

person, and it will be on 9 Dec 2017 at the Botanic 

Gardens Fort Worth. Contact James Meadows, by 

email to purchase your ticket, or stop me on the 

street, at the field, or at a meeting.   It’s going to be a 

great time! 

 

Reminder 
 

All Thunderbird members must secure the gate when they are the last member at the field upon exit. 
Guest should be asked to move their vehicles to the guest parking lot, if they want to continue to fly! 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

No Report this month. 
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September Meeting Minutes: by Bill Lake 

Secretary Comments – It is time to elect new club officers.  We need your support to keep the club functioning and viable for 

the membership.  Please consider running for one of the offices being vacated – Vice President, Secretary and Safety.  No 

reason you cannot run for President or Treasurer either.  

 

 Secondly, a lot of people have made enormous contributions to the betterment of the club this past year.  Take a moment 

and consider whom that might be and submit a nomination to any of the club officers.   

 

FW Thunderbirds RC Association 

Membership Meeting 

Monday, September 25, 2017, 7 PM 

Thunderbird Airfield 

James Meadows opened the meeting and welcomed two 

visitors. The meeting was held at the airfield following a 

full day of flying by many of the members.   Free pizza and 

drinks were provided and everyone seemed to have been 

pleased with the venue. 

Ken Knotts gave a recap of the highly successful Senior 

Pattern Association (SPA) event that took place at the field 

on Saturday and Sunday.  Gary Alphin was the CD but 

was unfortunately out of town on business and could not 

be at the meeting.  The weather was good despite some 

challenging wind conditions and the six rounds were 

executed without any crashes.  A Graupner 12 channel 

transmitter was the grand prize in the raffle and it has 

found a new home with none other than Tab Bowland.  

Congratulations Tab. 

The Pylon Races scheduled for September 30 and October 

1 here cancelled due to a lack of volunteers to support the 

effort.   Gary James did a lot of hard work putting the 

plan and communications together but it cannot be done 

alone. 

The next scheduled event will be the Texas Electric eXpo 

on October 21.  See details on the club website or contact 

Tom Blakeney. 

Alliance Airshow is October 28-29, at … you guessed it … 

Alliance Airport.  The FW Thunderbirds will be 

conducting a static display, similar to last year, of various 

aircraft types.  Gerry Stanford is the CD. 

The highly anticipated Winter Float Fly will be November 

12.  Mel Wells is the CD and a flyer is posted on the 

website. 

The social highlight of the calendar year will the 

Holiday/Christmas Party on December 9that the Fort 

Worth Botanic Gardens.  Ticket sales will be for the first 

120 signups via James Meadows beginning on October 

15th.  Tickets are $15 per person and must be purchased in 

advance.      

Show & Tell: 

Ed Furche showed off his Freewing T-45 Goshawk Super 

Scale from Motion RC. 

 https://www.motionrc.com/products/freewing-t-45-goshawk-

90mm-edf-jet-pnp 

 

Tom Blakeney demonstrated his very unique e-Flite 

Convergence which he painted in Israeli F-16 scheme.  

https://www.horizonhobby.com/convergence-vtol-bnf-basic-

efl11050?gclid=CjwKEAjw9afOBRDW0Y2qsf_D3WkSJAC

VuJ78R-TBNdytM0v-

Zdybvr_G3d1boCiuwNh2xQ9Cw2msNxoCj3Hw_wcB 
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Secretary (Bill Lake) received a motion from Ken Knotts to 

defer the reading of last month’s meeting minutes.  Mike 

Schroeder seconded the motion and almost had unanimity 

on passage of the motion. 

Safety – Mel Wells briefed his recent experience with not 

properly following the proper sequence of on and off of the 

transmitter and receiver.  He then gave his farewell speech 

as retiring safety officer after three consecutive years in that 

position.  We all applaud Mel for his dedication and efforts 

to make the FW Thunderbirds a safe environment for all. 

James Meadows reiterated the requirements for all fliers to 

post their AMA cards on the frequency board.   

Finance - (Chris Berardi) – Chris conducted a detailed 

review of the proposed changes to the Bylaws.  This effort 

has been a monumental undertaking and is designed to bring 

the bylaws up to the reality of how the club currently 

functions and clarifies numerous details.  The revised draft 

will be posted on the website in the near future and voted on. 

Old Business – James briefed the status of the ramp 

expansion project.  Numerous complications arose with the 

COE regarding the helipad since that area is outside the 

scope of our existing lease agreement.  The letter is being 

resubmitted for the ramp expansion alone in order to be able 

to proceed with that project and the helipad will be worked 

separately at a later time. 

 A decision has been rendered to procure and store an AED 

at the airfield. 

 

  

Vice President – Gary Cummings discussed a recent 

experience he had with an airplane that made an 

unscheduled water landing in the vicinity of Thunderbird 

Field.  He had the unpleasant experience of swimming out 

several hundred yards to retrieve the wayward air machine.  

His commentary focused on options for procuring, storing, 

securing, and transporting a water vehicle other than the 

existing kayak.  Numerous details remain in need of 

discussion and consideration before moving forward. 

New Business – it is the time of year once again to elect new 

officers for the club.  The club’s effectiveness relies of 

volunteers who are willing to serve.  Nominations are now 

being accepted and your participation is solicited.  James 

and Chris have both expressed interest in serving another 

year if the club desires them to.  Vice President, Secretary 

and Safety positions are being vacated.  Please send 

nominations (self or otherwise) to any club officer.  

Nominations must be submitted before the end of October in 

order for elections to be conducted in November. 

 Thunderbird of the Year nominations may be submitted to 

any officer. 

The raffle was conducted and the world returned to normal. 
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Attendees: 

Hubert Pickett 

Dave Weimer 

Don Ventura 

Ed Kettler 

Tommy Perry 

Steve Ehlers 

Woody Lake 

Mel Wells 

Steve Konkle 

Ken Knotts 

Kenneth Killgo 

Carl Rivers 

Ed Furche 

Tom Blakeney 

Pete Palasota 

Jerry Wright 

Ron Schwarzkopf 

Don Top 

James Meadows 

Bill Lake 

Grant Schroeder 

Mike Schroeder 

Gerry Stanford 

Bruce King 

Tab Bowland 

Chris Berardi 

Jon Thiebaud 

Bernie Olson 

Barry Snyder 

Fred McCulley 

Garry Rife 

Gary Cummings 

 

Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

No Report this month 
 

Project Summary: by James Meadows
 

 



 

 

Page 5 | 

 

Safety 

October already? What great year so far. Let's keep it that way for the rest of the year and then some. Keep up the good 
work on all of your pre-flights. Make sure you start or run model engines and motors in designated areas only; never in or 
around the shelter area. Please remember to display your current AMA membership card on the frequency board when 
flying. It is a good practice to have a buddy or spotter whenever you are flying not only in the name of safety, but when 
you pull off one of those spectacular aerobatic maneuvers or saves and you say "Did you see that?", your buddy can say 
"YES, yes I did." That's all for now. I am looking forward to seeing a number of you at the next meeting and at the club 
Christmas party. Fly safe. Mel Wells Safety Officer 

 

Members 
 

 
Woody’s B-26 from Motion RC          Thunderbird Officers Carolers Practicing for our Christmas Party 
 

 
Always let your imagination run free. Who knows to what heights you may soar. 
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Space City Warbird Rally: compliments Lee Ray Photography 

 

Captured at the Space City R/C Warbird Rally.  Two lovely planes came together in mid-air, Ouch!  Both 

completely destroyed, double Ouch! 
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114th Aero Squadron WarBird Flyin: by Woody 

 
The 114th Aero Squadron hosted their second annual Warbird Flyin with all proceeds going towards the Snow Ball Express 
Organization. The Snow Ball Express program is to honor America’s fallen military service members who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice since 9/11 and humbly serving the families they left behind.  

Since 2006, this mission has been a simple, yet profoundly important one: Providing hope and new happy memories to the 
children of military fallen heroes who have died while on active duty since 9/11. In December each year we bring children 
together from all over the world for a four-day experience filled with fun activities, like sporting events, dances, amusement 
parks and more. 

Nationally, Snowball Express provides a comprehensive support programs for families that are focused on transition and 
connections to community resources, healing and wellness, peer engagement, education and personal/professional 
development programs. 

In addition to the many attendees were Motion R.C. representatives Pilot Ryan and Capt Mike. Motion R.C. graciously 
donated raffle items and give-a-ways to all registered pilots. 

  

 

 
 
SPA East: by Ken Knotts 

Pat Ensign, Ken Knotts and Gary Alphin attended the SPA Masters in Knoxville on October 7.  Pat took second place in 

Expert, Ken took third in Senior Expert and Gary took first place in Advanced. 

   
Pat Ensign   Ken Knotts   Gary Alphin 
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T.E.X, the Texas electric eXpo: by Tom Blakeney 

Wanted to take a minute and invite all club members and their flying buddies to come out to our great electric event on Oct. 

21. T.E.X., the Texas Electric eXpo, has been running at Thunderbird field for about 10 years, now. Feel free to bring any 

type of electric flying machine. Our plan is to have maximum fun and flying time and minimum hassle.  

One highlight that everyone always enjoys at T.E.X is the Warbird Rally, which will be at noon. This is where we get as 

many warbirds as possible into the air at one time. I think the record for T.E.X. is about 12, but I bet we can beat that 

number this year. Folks typically fly foamie type warbirds that are about 40-50” in wingspan, but any size is welcome, if you 

are brave! This rally is always great fun. 

 We will have a number of awards for various types of electric R/C models, plus the Joe Jopling Award for Technical 

Achievement in Electric Powered flight. This award will be given to the most technically impressive electric aircraft or 

accomplishment related to electric powered flight. The landing fee is $20.00 and this includes a pilot lunch. We will also have 

a great raffle, so bring your mad money. Event hours are 9AM-4PM. Pilots meeting at 9AM. 

This year, we are also encouraging folks to bring unwanted R/C items and we will have a tailgate/pit area swap meet in 

conjunction with the electric event. I encourage everyone to come out and participate, as this well attended event is always 

great fun. See you there! 
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The Wonderful World of Disney: by Rachelle Haughn rachelleh@modelaircraft.org 

The children jump to their feet when the first propeller 
starts spinning. As the second engine whirs, their pupils 
enlarge and they no longer hear the music or the squeals 
of joy that surround them. Then a third engine starts … 
wait, a third? Yes, that’s right. But how could he fly the 
third airplane when he only has two hands?  
The youngsters peer through the holes in the metal 
fence, curl their fingers around it, and strain to see what 
the pilot in the blue trousers and white shirt will do next. 
Then, he puts something in his mouth. Within minutes, 
the young man is flying Combat with three airplanes.  
These were magical days. 
 
Bart Klapinski remembers days such as these. What 
others can only view in black-and-white videos and 
photographs, he has ingrained in the back of his mind. 
He can still hear the roar of the crowd as his airplanes 
take flight, feel the breeze created by the lightning-fast 
tether cars, and smell the gasoline expelled from the 
model boat engines. He was a pilot at the Disneyland 
Flight Circle—an attraction that closed more than 45 
years ago. 
 
Bart is now 70 years old and resides in Tuscon, Arizona. 
He began working at the Flight Circle in 1961 when he 
was approximately 18 years old, and stayed until it 
closed in 1966. “I flew there for quite a while and it was 
quite an experience,” he said. “I flew for Cox 
Manufacturing. We flew the Camachi, the Lil’ Stinker, 
the Curtiss Pusher, Super Cub models for Combat, 
[and] Cox P-40 Flying Tigers.”  

 

 
Bart flew this Cox Lil’ Stinker, which he still owns, in 
the Flight Circle. 
  
Disneyland Park, located in Anaheim, California, 
opened in July of 1955, and the Flight Circle, located in 
Tomorrow land, launched that fall.  
 
Walt Disney wanted the Flight Circle to be included in 
his new theme park because he loved hobbies. Although 
other attractions around the Flight Circle closed 
throughout the years, Walt was firm in his decision to 
keep this one going. 
 

The Flight Circle resembled a giant compass, and was 
surrounded by a chain-link fence. Inside the fence, there 
were tables on which to repair and tweak the models, a 
shallow pool of water for model boats, painted runways 
for tether cars and airplanes, a carrier deck, an air-
speed timer, and a chair for the announcer.  
 
A conceptual drawing of the Flight Circle—which 
includes the depth of the pool (12 inches), the painted 
runways for the airplanes and tether cars, and the height 
of the fence (7 feet, 11 inches)—was donated to the 
National Model Aviation Museum in 2002 by Anita 
Storey, wife of Keith Storey, who served as AMA 
president from 1953 to 1956. The date of the drawing is 
August 9, 1955, and shows that the Flight Circle would 
be built near the exhibit building “Court of Honor” and 
Rocket to the Moon attraction. Keith became associated 
with Walt Disney Studios in Burbank in the 1950s. 
 
Keith became a Disneyland employee and performer in 
1955. For two years, he flew eight shows a day, seven 
days a week, and was in charge of hiring the crew, 
setting the routines, announcing, and flying. 
 

 
Bart Klapinski poses with model airplanes and tether 
cars that he had operated at the Disneyland Flight Circle 
on its last day of operations. Photo by Lee Heinly, 
courtesy of www.davelandweb.com.  
 
In 1957, L.M. Cox Manufacturing Company took over 
operations at the Flight Circle—staffing it with the 
company’s employees and renaming it the Cox Thimble 
Drome Flight Circle. Thimble Drome was a line of tether 
cars and Control Line airplanes manufactured by Cox. 
Bart, who was hired by Cox, said there were shows every 
day on the half-hour, from the time the park opened 
until dusk.  
 
When Walt Disney, stopped to watch (as he often did), 
the shows were roughly 10 minutes longer. After the 
special shows, Bart had the opportunity to briefly talk 
with Walt and meet his guests. He said flying for Walt 
was one of the highlights of his time in the Flight Circle. 
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The shows included flying CL Combat and aerobatics, 
and operating tether Corvettes and Buicks and model 
boats.  
 
One of the most popular parts of the daily shows was the 
dogfighting event with three CL airplanes. Bart owns 
three of the original P-40 Flying Tigers that were used at 
the Flight Circle. “Keith Palmer was the first guy to fly 
three [P-40s] at once. It took me a year to learn how to 
fly three.” To do dogfighting with three airplanes, Bart 
held one in each hand, and had a special handle and 
mouthpiece that he used to control the third airplane 
with his mouth. He still has that handle. 

 

 
Bart demonstrates how he flew Combat with three CL 
airplanes at once while working at the Flight Circle. He 
controlled one of the airplanes with special 
mouthpieces—one was made of steel and another was 
aluminum. Rickii Pyatt photo.  
 

 
Two Flight Circle pilots start a tether car. Photo 
courtesy of David Eppen: gorillasdontblog.blogspot.com. 
 

 
These are some of Bart’s mementos from his days in the 
Flight Circle. He flew these three Cox P-40 Flying 
Tigers, with inverted engines, plastic wheels, and Flying 
Tiger emblems. Pyatt photo.  
 
 “I knew the Flight Circle was going to close. So, I went 
and applied for a job at the hobby shop, located south of 
the Flight Circle,” Bart said. “I was selling a lot of those 
[Cox] flight trainers,” he added. 
 
Today, Bart has few mementos to remind him of his 
days as a Flight Circle pilot. However, time has not 
erased his love for CL. 
 
He continues to compete in CL and is an AMA Leader 
Member and CD. He first competed in CL in 1959, and 
placed third in an Old-Time Stunt contest last year. He 
competed in the Nats when it was held at different 
locations across the country. 
 
 

Master the Tail Dragger: by Darrell Yarish 
The typical scale tail-dragger looks great both in the air 
and resting on the flightline between flights. But it does 
require a different technique to take off and land 
compared to a tricycle-gear airplane. From sport 
planes and classic civilian aircraft to warbirds and 
fighters, where the little “steering” wheel is in back 
behind the main landing gear, the tail-dragger 
configuration remains very popular. Though the tail-

wheel has very little effect on the model’s flight 
performance, the landing gear configuration does make 
takeoffs and landings much different from planes with 
tricycle (trike) landing gear. Here are some of the 
basics to help tame your tail-draggers and improve 
your takeoffs and landings. 
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DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES: The major difference 
between a tail-dragger and a trike-gear model, is the 
relative position of the model’s main landing gear with 

respect to the position of the center of gravity. With a 
trike, the center of gravity is forward of the main 
wheels and, when you land the model it should touch 
down on the main wheels. The nose then remains level 
or tilts slightly downward, until the nose-wheel comes 
in contact with the ground. This in turn decreases the 
wing’s angle of attack and helps to keep the model on 
the ground. With a tail-dragger, the center of gravity is 
somewhere behind the main wheels and so after the 
main gear touches down and the model begins to slow 
down, the nose slowly tilts upward (the tail comes 
down) until the tail-wheel or tail-skid comes in contact 
with the ground. 

 

 
 
 

THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
October 21   Electric Fly-In (eXpo)    Tom Blakeney 
 
October 28-29  Alliance AirShow     Gerry Stafford 
 
November 5  Winter Float Fly    Mel Wells 
 
November 25  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December 9  Club Christmas Party    Club Officers 
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www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 

gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
 

Club Officers 2017 
 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

    
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 
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Thunderbird Events 
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FW THUNDERBIRDS NOVEMBER  FLOAT FLY  

   

DATE: NOVEMBER 12th, 0900-1500 SAFETY BRIEFING 900 

LOCATION:  CAMP JOY PARK (LAKE WORTH) 

Open to all types of R/C seaplanes, fixed or rotary. Join us at beautiful Camp Joy Park on 

Watercress Drive Lake Worth, TX for a great float fly.  

GPS Coordinates: 32.8145, -97.4905   

Raffle items: Electric and Nitro – To Include: Fuel, Misc RC Equipment, Gift certificates!!   

Free lunch for registered pilots 

AMA required. This is an AMA sanctioned event (17-2002). Landing fee $20.00  

Contact: Mel Wells:  malekat@sbcglobal.net 

Chris Berardi:  mikadopilot@gmail.com 

Club web site:  http://www.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

 

 


